LETTERS TO HIS CHILDREN

ADVICE REGARDING NEWSPAPER ANNOYANCES

When Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., entered Harvard
as a freshman he had to pay the penalty of being
a President's son. Newspaper reporters followed
all his movements, especially in athletics, and he
was the victim of many exaggerated and often
purely fictitious accounts of his doings. His
father wrote him indignant and sympathetic let-
ters, two of which are reproduced here.

BLESSED OLD TED:    mite House' October *>1905'

The thing to do is to go on just as you have
evidently been doing, attract as little attention
as possible, do not make a fuss about the news-
paper men, camera creatures, and idiots gener-
ally, letting it be seen that you do not like them
and avoid them, but not letting them betray you
into any excessive irritation. I believe they will
soon drop you, and it is just an unpleasant thing
that you will have to live down. Ted, I have
had an enormous number of unpleasant things
that I have had to live down in my life at different
times and you have begun to have them now. I
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